Seascapes, pictured at the June and July exhibition, make way for “Whimsy” this month.
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‘The Artists of Whimsy’ Take Over Exeter Art Gallery

For August and September, we will be
bringing a whimsical, fun show to the Exeter
Courthouse Gallery. “The Artists of Whimsy”
will feature the art of Kathleen Mattox and
Laura Fraedrich.
Kathleen Mattox is a local artist from
Sanger. Kathleen begins her work with watercolors or more recently acrylics. Then she
goes on to incorporate other media.
In addition to loving color, she is especially drawn to the elements of line and texture and very aware of the power of contrasting values in effective paintings. Her works
are large, usually full sheet watercolors or
large canvases, often conveying a message
through the use of words and/or symbols.
Wanting her works to be fun for herself
and her viewers, she is not afraid to experiment and “play” as she explores new subjects,
ideas, and processes. Her subject matter
tends to be impressionistic, expressionistic,
and/or abstract rather than realistic.
She painted while in college at Fresno
State in the 1960s and has been part of many
“Wildflowers” by Kathleen Mattox will be creative endeavors over the last 30+ years.
among the artworks in “Artists of Whimsy.”
(continued on page 3)
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Time certainly flies around here with a
lot of interesting changes occurring. First
off, let me welcome you to the scorching hot
summer in Exeter. Hopefully, most of you
have been able to keep cool or at least cooler
inside. Many have fled to the mountains or
the coast and some are hardened to the fact
that we need to stay here and work.
While we were working, several members of our board of directors have secured
the services of Laura Villa as our new Facility Booking Agent. Laura will be taking care
of not only booking the facility for conferences, meetings, parties and other events,
but she will also be calling those of you who
serve as docents with us on the weekends.
I think you are going to enjoy Laura and
hopefully you will be speaking with her soon
when she calls for you to come and help out
as a docent.
The Courthouse Gallery and Museum
has a new email address for those of you to
communicate by that media with us. ExeterCourthouseCA@gmail.com is that address and the email is monitored in case you
need to communicate with us in that manner. Board Member Joan Constable has also
been able to create a new Facebook page for
us and has been loading it up with images
and information about the great art exhibits
at the gallery. The Facebook page is now at:
www.facebook.com/groups/exeterhistoricalmuseum.
Mark your calendar for our next show at
the Courthouse Gallery. Entitled “The Artists of Whimsy,” the show features the art
of Kathleen Mattox and Laura Fraedrich.
Exciting, colorful, and fun, this exhibit and
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‘The Artists of Whimsy’...
(continued from page 1)

Lucky enough to study with B.J. McCoon,
Jean Ray Laury, Charles Chestnut, Robert
Hurlitz, and Darwin Musselman at Fresno
State, she took classes in watercolor, acrylic, oil, and fabric arts—and returned to watercolor in the year 2000, after not painting
for over 30 years.
Kathleen’s works can currently be seen
at her gallery, Mixed Messages Art at 1310
8th St. in Sanger, and at Circle Gallery in
Madera. Kathleen is a charter member and
signature member of the Alliance of California Artists. She has also been a member of
the California Watercolor Society, Timberline Art Gallery in Oakhurst, the Art Stand
Gallery in Minkler and is the past president
of the Sanger Downtown Business Association.
Her website is at www.mixedmessagesart.com, and her Facebook page is at www.
facebook.com/mixedmessagesbykathleenmattox.
Laura Fraedrich is the crazy cat lady,
only with dogs too. Laura is a ceramic and
mixed media artist living in Fresno, where
she resides with her menagerie of pets,
which inspire much of her work. She loves
making all different kinds of art; her favorites being art journaling, acrylic painting,
printmaking, collage, and ceramics.
She currently teaches over 30 painting
and mixed media workshops at Allard’s Art
in Fresno and also works as a Creative Partner Consultant for Mayco Ceramics, representing their brand of ceramic bisque and
glazes.
Her art contains bright, vibrant, and
unusual color combinations. She is attracted

“All Cats Look Gray in the Dark” by Laura
Fraedrich
to these colors like a moth is attracted to a
flame, and it is very apparent in her artwork.
Deep purples, yellow greens, rich reds, and
warm oranges are like candy to her eyes. Her
work is often lighthearted, whimsical and
humorous, and her goal is to put a smile on
the face of anyone who views it.
Laura is the founder of The Peculiar
Palette, a blog and website about ceramics
and mixed media art. She teaches workshops around the U.S. and sells her artwork
at art shows and in galleries.
Visit her on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/thepeculiarpalette, and on Instagram
@thepeculiarpalette.
For a list of classes Laura is teaching
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Visits to the Wimmelche
Village on the Kings River
By Chris Brewer
The Wimmelche (Wim-mel’-che) tribe
lived along the Kings River, in the lower
foothills above what is now the Sanger area.
According to an account of a Yowlumne
their tribal location was just upstream of the
Wachakut tribe.
The Wimmelche tribe was discovered by
at least three Spanish expeditions into the
San Joaquin Valley in the early 1800’s. The
diary of Jose’ Dolores Pico reveals that in
November 1815, he visited two rancherias
near the Kings River. The people there were
called “Gumilchis,’” the Spanish spelling for
Wimmelche. (The name was spelled differently by others also.)
A later diary, that of Lt. Don Jose’ M.
Estudillo, Commander of the Royal Presidio
of Monterey, recorded that at the rancheria
of the Notonto on the lower Kings River, a
number of tribes were gathered, at his request.
Among
those
at
the
rancheria was the
chief of the Wimmelche, Coytisa.
The tribes were
gathered as part
of an effort of the
Spanish to control the Indian
activity in the interior of California.
In January,
1826,
Jose’ DoHubert Howe Bancroft
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lores Pico again
visited the San
Joaquin Valley
and traveled up
the Kings River
to the rancheria
of the “Guimilches,” Pico mentions the village
on numerous occasions as part of
the diary.
A year later,
in 1827, Jedediah The only known picture
Smith, American of Jedediah Smith
trapper and frontier explorer, came across
the Kings River in his journeys through the
west. Smith, not knowing the river had a
name (and probably not concerned about it
either) named the river for the Wimmelche
tribe which lived alongside it. In the earliest account known to be in print on the
American exploration of California, in the
Missouri Republican of October 11, 1827,
Smith writes of his visit to the Kings River
area.
In 1853, a year after the formation of
Tulare County, the Wimmelche tribe was
again visited, this time by Lt. N. H. McLean
on a survey party. Later in the same year,
the village is again mentioned by Major
Wessells and by M. B. Lewis, who were on
separate missions for the government.
In 1851, three Commissioners were sent
to California by the Federal government to
(continued on next page)
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make treaties with the Indians. At that time,
they listed the tribe under several spellings
as having signed treaties at the San Joaquin
River on April 29, 1851 and at Camp Bent on
the Kings River on May 13, 1851. Though the
spelling was slightly different in the agrements, the tribe was clearly the same.
The great compiler of California and
western American history, Hubert Howe
Bancroft, wrote of the village as being near
the Kings River Farm in 1856. Later, in his
writings, the “Guardian of Yosemite,” Galen Clark, wrote of the “Wemelchees” as a
tribe from the Kings River which had been
placed on the Fresno and Kings reservations
in 1851.
It is sad that over the years the Wimmelche and other California Indian tribes
have been shuttled around at the convenience of outsiders who have no other interest than their own at heart. Though there
are few remaining California Indians left in
comparison to the vast numbers of the early
1800s, hopefully the future will be brighter
than the past in their remaining on the ancestral lands.

sale will open on August 3 and close August 28. Our Artist Reception will be held
on Sunday, August 11, from 2 to 4 p.m.
with provender, or food, provided courtesy
of Hometown Emporium. Don’t miss this
great show opening!!
We plan to have a dedication of the wonderful horse hitching post that is installed
in front of the museum sometime in August
or September. The hitching post was donated by Bobby and Lisa Lentz in Memory of
Betty Sprague, longtime Exeter resident.
I am happy to announce that we have
our website back up! Please visit us at exeterhistoricalmuseum.com.
We all thank our members and supporters for all they do to help keep us alive and
viable as a gallery and museum. The organization’s success is centered around your
participation and generosity. Thank you
so much for all you have done to keep the
Courthouse Gallery and Exeter Historical
Museum open.
– Chris Brewer
President

(continued from page 4)
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‘The Artists of Whimsy’...

(continued from page 3)

at Allard’s Art, visit www.allardsart.com/
classes.
“The Artists of Whimsy” opens August
3 through September 29. The opening reception is Sunday August 11, from 2-4 p.m.
There will be refreshments provided by
Hometown Emporium, and the reception is
free to the public.
Remember to check our Facebook
Group at www.facebook.com/groups/ex5

eterhistoricalmuseum for all current and
upcoming shows.
You may visit the gallery Saturdays 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays 12-4 p.m. The
Exeter Courthouse Gallery is located at 125
South “B” Street in Exeter.
If you are interested in becoming a
docent for the museum and gallery please
contact us. For more information, please
call (559) 592-5900 or email at ExeterCourthouseCA@gmail.com.

Chris Brewer Named CCHS Award of Merit Recipient

The Conference of California Historical
Societies (CCHS) presented a 2018-2019
Award of Merit to Chris Brewer, President
of the Courthouse Gallery and Museum Association and Curator/Director of the Exeter Historical Museum, at a ceremony in
Placerville on June 22.
The awards honor the outstanding accomplishments of individuals and organizations serving the interests of CCHS.
The awards are the organization’s way of
“thanking those whose contributions to
California history add luster and signiﬁcance to the lives around them.”
The CCHS also thanked Ken Hooper of
the Kern County Historical Society for taking the time to recognize Chris and nominate him for his service.
Chris Brewer is the great-grandson of
Colonial Thomas Baker, the founder of
Bakersﬁeld. He is considered the premier
historian in Central California and is wellknown for sharing his love of history to
those doing research or giving talks to historical groups.
Brewer is a member of numerous historical organizations and was certiﬁed by the
California Department of Transportation to
identify and document historic properties, a
rare designation. He has been assisting with
the Kern County Historical Society’s recent
Historic Route 66 signage project.
Brewer and his wife, Sally, own Book

Chris Brewer

Garden in Exeter, which specializes in local
history books He has written more than 10
books and has also republished a number
of historian Frank Latta’s books, enabling
newer audiences to become acquainted with
native peoples and early pioneer histories of
the Central Valley of California.
Brewer’s history archive is among the
largest private history archives in California, and specializes in the history of Central
California. The archive contains over a half
million photographs of California’s history.
along with an extensive collection of books
and rare historic information ﬁles with material dating back to pre-California statehood.
Brewer is a professional picture framer and owns
Downtown Gallery in Exeter,
next to Book Garden and Exeter Flower Company.
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In Case You Missed It...
“Seascapes and Ocean Views,” which ran from
June 1 to July 28, had everyone feeling those
coastal breezes. The show brought in over 50
entries from Fresno to Cambria! At the opening
reception, we asked the guests to vote for their
favorite piece in the show and the results were,
drum roll please... Nicole Secrest of Exeter! Her
piece, “Fisher King,” was the first place winner!
(See left.) The colorful kingfisher, which she
painted on an old window from the building
that houses the Pink Ladies Thrift Store, was the
talk of the show. The second place winner was
Lance Garner of Visalia. His entry, “The End of
Day,” a wonderful shot of Morro Rock, almost
didn’t make it in the show. (See below.) His wife,
artist Cassandra Richert, convinced him to print
a photograph that he took after a fishing trip in
Morro Bay and enter into the show. I’ll bet he is
glad he took her advice!
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