
The new exhibition at the Exeter Art 
Gallery is “Seascapes and Ocean Views,” 
featuring art depicting seascapes and beach 
life. The show runs from June 1 to July 28. 
The hope is that the seascapes will transport 
the viewer to a calm and serene place where 
troubles float away on the tide. 

The opening reception will be 2-4 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 9. Light appetizers and re-
freshments will be served and the event is 
free to the public. 

The Gallery has also announced that its 
show for August-September will be a whim-
sical, fun show at the gallery featuring the art 
of Laura Fraedrich, Kathleen Mattox and Kat 
Austin. 

Laura Frsedrich teaches many classes at 
Allard’s Art Supplies in Fresno. Her whimsi-
cal paintings and ceramics are colorful, play-
ful and feature her favorite subject, her pets! 

Kathleen Mattox is the owner of “Mixed 
Messages”, an art gallery in Sanger. Kath-
leen’s work is also fun and colorful. 

Kat Austin works in mixed media and 
(continued on page 3)

Gallery Presents ‘Seascapes and Ocean Views’

Gourds were the center of attention at the recent Absolutely Gourdgeous show. (See page 7.)
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(559) 592-5900

We are nearly into summer and it is 
tough to believe we have gone through sever-
al great exhibits this year here at the Court-
house Gallery. This new show is no excep-
tion with the “Seascapes and Ocean Views” 
exhibit opening on June 9. You should defi-
nitely see this colorful show of teriffic art-
work by several fine artists from the Central 
Valley. Remember all of the art on display 
at Courthouse Gallery is available for sale. 
We accept credit and debit cards, and es-
pecially cash for payment. The wonderful 
and delicious provender we always have is 
provided through the generosity of Christie 
at Hometown Emporium. Please show her 
your appreciation by visiting Hometown 
Emporium for lunch or pastries. 

Incidently, my wife Sally and I conduct-
ed a couple of great author book signings 
over in Visalia with Mark Arax and his new 
book, The Dreamt Land. We have had a 
program on water in the valley on one of the 
video screens in the museum and this book 
discussed the issue in depth, including and 
especially the politics of water in the valley. 
The Dreamt Land is available at Book Gar-
den on Pine Street. 

We hope to dedicate that wonderful 
hitching post in front of the museum some-
time this summer. It is among the several 
artifacts in Exeter that were made up at the 
Rocky Point Granite Quarry over the hill 
south of Rocky Hill Drive. 

 The Board of Directors is working to 
continue to produce quality art exhibits for 
you. If you have any suggestions for artists 
or craftspersons who may have creations to 
exhibit and sell, please let one of us know. 

(continued on page 8)



makes a statement in her work with affirm-
ing messages and playful images. There will 
be interactive art projects going on during 
the reception and we are working to have a 
“bring your dog to the gallery” event as well!

More information on this fun show, 
which will begin August 3 and run through 
September 29 (with the opening reception 
on Sunday, August 11), will be in our next 
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Gallery Presents...
(continued from page 1)

Some of the art to be displayed at the August-September show at the Exeter Art Gallery.

newsletter, as well as on our Facebook page.
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 

Saturdays, and noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays. 
If you are interested in renting the gallery 
for your event please contact Michelle Pyatt 
at (559) 592-5900. 

The Exeter Courthouse Gallery is locat-
ed at 125 South “B” Street, Exeter. For more 
information, please call (559) 592-5900 or 
email exeterarts@outlook.com.
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ples of early 20th century cabin designs, 
pre-dating other developments in the Na-
tional Forests in the southern Sierra Neva-
da by at least 20 years or more. The cab-
in district is one of the last vestiges of the 
old-style summer home developments in 
the  southern Sierra Nevada. Many of these 
historic buildings were built in the 1910s 
and 1920s. It is a pristine recreational cab-
in district.

The developmental patterns and ar-
chitectural character of Mineral King are 
distinct from many other mountain rec-
reational communities statewide. Miner-
al King has an unusual history with part 
of its land originally privately owned, but 
later purchased by the government for in-
clusion into the National Forest holdings. 
The cabins themselves have been privately 
owned since their construction. Although 
the Mineral King cabin owners later partic-
ipated in the Forest Service program, the 
majority of  similar mountain communities 
in the Sierra Nevada are the products of the 
U.S. Forest Service summer home program 

Mineral King Cabins Showcase Area’s History
By Chris Brewer

Tulare County has a fine example of 
early 20th Century recreational cabins that 
were built by local residents with the en-
couragement of the U.S. Forest Service. 
Although Mineral King is now within the 
boundaries of Sequoia National Park, it was 
placed there in 1978, long after it had been 
part of the Sequoia National Forest lands. 

The Mineral King Historic Cabin Dis-
trict is the earliest example of a recreation 
cabin area developed in the southern Sier-
ra national forests. This was during an era 
when there was a perceived need for more 
recreational housing in California’s moun-
tains.

In 1891, The Forest Reserve Act created 
a reservation system for land set aside. At 
the time, much of the land was used for graz-
ing. By 1905, the reserve land transferred to 
the Department of Agriculture. By 1915, the 
Term Occupancy Act Officially allowed the 
lease of forest lands for recreational cabins. 
Promotion of the state’s mild climate and 
outdoor recreation resources aided in at-
tracting tourists and visitors into the state’s 
mountain forests. This played a significant 
role in the development of the state of Cal-
ifornia and its mountain areas such as the 
Sierra Nevada. 

Construction in Mineral King continued 
up to World War II. Though World War II 
halted construction of cabins in the Mineral 
King Historic Cabin District, building began 
anew after the war in 1945, and continued 
until 1958.

Mineral King buildings not only exhibit 
common characteristics of  the vernacular 
mountain cabin, but also include exam- (continued on next page)

This woodcut from the 1870s shows the Em-
pire Mill and Tramway at Mineral King. 
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Mineral King...
or similar programs where the cabins were 
built on federally owned land by a permit 
holder. Many Mineral King cabins pre-date 
that program.

The Mineral King Historic Cabins were 
an outgrowth of a mining era in Mineral 
King Valley (1873-1882). But the signifi-
cance of the area centers around the era 
when many of the summer recreation and 
secondary home cabins were constructed. 
Many Exeter and Visalia families, some of  
whom had parents and grandparents who 
had participated in the mining era, realized 
the potential for Mineral King as a summer 
retreat.

Although early 20th century access into 
Mineral King was accomplished by horse-
back or wagon, motor vehicle transporta-
tion was also to become a part of the rou-
tine. In the 1920s, weekly truck deliveries to 
the Mineral King Store replaced the wagon 
as the standard mode of conveyance. The 
automobile allowed greater access to fam-
ilies for recreational purposes and as a re-
sult, more families were able to gain better 
access to  the recreational opportunities in 
Mineral King. They then constructed their 
community in the alpine meadows of the 
valley. Without the development of the au-
tomobile, which caused better construction 
of roads in California, the Mineral King 
Cabins may not have been as accessible for 
the general public to build. 

The cabin form which developed during 
the mining period and came to character-
ize the later residential building style of the 
Mineral King Valley, was a frame building 
that rested on a foundation of posts set on 
rocks. It was built of roughly finished, local-

(continued from page 4)

(continued on page 6)

ly milled lumber and covered mostly with 
board and batten, with some having hori-
zontal siding. Larger cabins generally con-
sisted of one large multipurpose room that 
contained the fireplace used for heating and 
cooking, a sleeping loft, and several other 
rooms.  Over time the most common addi-
tions were lean-to kitchens, and front and 
rear porches. Since most of the buildings 
were constructed by locals, the houses pro-
vide a record of vernacular design, methods 
of construction, and materials used in such 
vacation houses from the 1910s to the pres-
ent.

The cabins in Mineral King represent all 
sorts of architecture. This includes board 
and batten, bungalows, and just plain build-
ings which have evolved from the original 
miners’ cabins. Around 80 percent of the 
Mineral King cabins may be described as 
of the board camp style, or board and bat-
ten. This was the primary type of residen-
tial building constructed between 1906 
and 1945 to house Mineral King’s summer 
residents. The Pogue cabin is a good exam-
ple of the board camp type cabin, with liv-
ing room, dining area/kitchen and ample 
porches. A board camp consists of buildings 
with single wall construction and board sid-
ing. It represents a most basic, unsophisti-
cated method of building construction. 

Bungalow-style architecture was very 
influential in the United States over a nearly 
30-year span. As a predominant recreation-
al form, bungalow architecture’s  influence 
in Mineral King was generally limited to 
the application of stylistic details to the ba-
sic board camp form. About 10 percent of 
the Mineral King cabins originated in some 
shape or form with the mining era or share 



identifiable features of the mining cabin 
style. 

Many Mineral King Historic Cabins 
share features of various other types of ar-
chitecture, including frame construction 
with milled siding, a steeply pitched gabled 
roof, a foundation of wooden posts set on 
rocks, a sleeping loft, and open front and 
rear porches.  Also characteristic are shed-
roofed bathrooms, kitchens, store rooms,  
as well as attached outdoor closets to house 
propane water heaters. The Mildred Mof-
fett cabin is one example.

The 1910 Forest Service guidelines re-
quired that all cabins have an outdoor privy 
or outhouse. In the 1930’s, though, the reg-
ulations stipulated that eventually all cabins 
must install indoor plumbing.  Compliance 
by those located near the river was urgent 
and mandatory.  As a result of these direc-
tives, outhouses were constructed on cabin 
lots in 1910-1930, and bathroom additions 
were built into the basic cabin forms be-
tween 1935 and 1950.  Many lean-to kitch-
ens were also added during these years.

Back before the first world war, Miner-
al King was being developed into an area 
where people could go for the summer. The 
cabin area at Mineral King was created, for 
the most part by  San Joaquin Valley resi-
dents, who desired a cool, clean air climate 
to escape the hot summers. The post World 
War I years saw an increase in traffic to Min-
eral King during the summer months. But 
remember, most of this was still by wagon, 
as the road to Mineral King was steep and 
treacherous. 

Although much of the development was 

Mineral King...
(continued from page 5)
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done by local families, a number of families 
from Cal Tech and other schools in Pasade-
na and Los Angeles, leased land and built 
cabins in the area which was later termed 
Faculty Flat. Families actually camped out 
in tents on their property while building.

Some of the cabins in Mineral King pre-
date other developments in the National 
Forests in the southern Sierra Nevada  by at 
least 20 years or more.  Moreover, Mineral 
King is one of the last vestiges of the old-
style summer home developments in the  
southern Sierra Nevada. Many of the histor-
ic cabins were built in the 1910’s and 20’s. 

Mineral King is divided into two sec-
tions, East and West. West Mineral King in-
cludes the area known as The Gate and Fac-
ulty Flat. East Mineral King is truly in the 
Mineral King Valley. It is located in the area 
where the old mining community of Beulah 
used to be. Beulah was another one of those 
communities in the high Sierra where the 
miners came and went. It has all but van-
ished, except for the roads. Many of the east 
Mineral King cabins are located on the old 
main street of the long-gone town. 

Many local families found themselves 
in Mineral King quite early on. Examples 
of the cabins in the valley tell a fascinating 
social history of Tulare County. Some exam-
ples of these cabins are the Mixter, Cosart, 
and Mt. Whitney Power Co. Cabins.

The earliest cabin in Mineral King is the 
Senator Frank Mixter cabin that appears to 
have been constructed in 1890. It was an old 
miner’s cabin that was acquired by Frank 
Mixter in 1906.  Mixter was a Visalia/Exeter 
pharmacist who also had a distinguished ca-
reer as a California legislator. He represent-
ed Kings and Tulare Counties as an Assem-

(continued on page 8)
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The reception for the Absolutely Gourd-
geous Show on April 14 was well attend-
ed. The show featured gourds from Toni 
Best, Diane Pearcy and Sam McKinney, 

as well as artwork from Wendy McKellar 
and Nadi Spencer, and photography by 

Jerry Smith. 

In Case You Missed It...
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blyman and State Senator from 1922-1944. 
He is best known by the Mixter name, from 
the old Mixter Drug stores in Exeter and 
Visalia.

Since 1933, five generations of the Co-
sart family have used their cabin. The Co-
sart cabin was built by Henry A. Hein about 
1910. Hein was a member of a group of 11 
cabin owners and packers who purchased 
the Crowley Resort and Mineral King Store 
in 1928. In 1932, the cabin was heavily 
damaged by a avalanche. A year later, W.F. 
Cosart of Exeter bought the ruins for $25.  
He spent $344.78 to rebuild the cabin.  Sal-
vaged materials from the original cabin 
were recycled into the present building. 

Mt. Whitney Power Company had a 
cabin in the Beulah Section of East Mineral 
King.  The cabin was used by Archie J. Rob-
ertson, construction superintendent for the 
building of the Mineral King dams on the 
Kaweah River. The dams were built in 1904 
and 1905 to provide power to the area.

Many early cabins were damaged or de-
stroyed by the avalanche of 1932 that wiped 

out much of East Mineral King. Avalanch-
es are not uncommon in the area and cabin 
owners are very much aware of their awsome 
destructive capability. Avalanches wiped out 
early mining efforts in Mineral King, and 
have caused many deaths in the 130-year 
history of the valley. 

The Mineral King Historic Cabin District 
still provides a great deal of recreation and 
enjoyment for the general public and for the 
cabin owners. Hopefully, the existing rules 
and regulations for the district will prevail 
for many years to come and the cabin owners 
will be able to enjoy the fruits of their ances-
tors in preserving Mineral King.

Mineral King...
(continued from page 6)

We all thank our members and support-
ers for all they do to help keep us alive and 
viable as a gallery and museum.  The orga-
nization’s success is centered around your 
participation and generosity. Thank you 
so much for all you have done to keep the 
Courthouse Gallery and Exeter Historical 
Museum open. 

– Chris Brewer
President

President’s Message...
(continued from page 2)




