“The Artists of Whimsy!,” closing on September 29, features work by Laura Fraedrich. (See page 7.)
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‘Equine Dreams’ Become Real at Exeter Art Gallery

By Joan Constable
The Exeter Courthouse Gallery is looking
forward to October when we will be celebrating the beauty of horses!
“Equine Dreams” will open October 5
and run until November 30. The Opening
Reception will take place during the Exeter
Fall Festival weekend on Sunday, October
13, from 2-4 p.m.
During the reception, we will be dedicating the the hitching post that was donated to
museum by the Lentz family. (See the article
on page 3 for more information.) We have a “Just Two More Seconds” by Claudia Fletcher will be featured in “Equine Dreams.”
few more surprises up our sleeves for the
reception so be sure to come down and see
what we have in store for you!
“Equine Dreams” will feature paintings
by Claudia Fletcher of Clovis, paintings by
Brent Hudspeth of Porterville, assemblage
works from Myrna Axt of Fresno. and photography by Lori Sortino of Paso Robles.
Claudia Fletcher is a professional artist
and muralist. Born and raised on a cotton
and alfalfa farm in Madera, she possesses
“Sweet Rhone Monochrome” by Lori Sortino
(continued on page 4)
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The August and September art exhibit featured the art of Kathleen Mattox and
Laura Fraedrich. “The Artists of Whimsy!”
show opened in early August and will close
September 29. Please visit the gallery!
We are dedicating the Hitching Post in
front of the museum building on October
13th as part of our opening reception for
the “Equine Dreams” show. The reception
is from 2 to 4 p.m. at the gallery. The granite post was mined and milled at the Rocky
Point Granite Works site east of Exeter behind Rocky Hill. (See article on next page.)
The post was donated to the museum by
Bobby and Lisa Lentz in memory of Bobby’s
grandmother Betty Sprague and came from
Mrs. Sprague’s home on Firebaugh Avenue.
Our new exhibit, “Equine Dreams,” will
open October 5 and run until November
30. The Opening Reception will take place
during the Exeter Fall Festival weekend on
Sunday, October 13, from 2-4 p.m. Board
members Peg Collins, Joanie Gray-Constable and Jerry Smith have surprises in store
for you at the reception so be sure to be
there.
We lost our Booking Agent, Laura Villa, but Michelle Pyatt, who had been the
booking agent prior to Laura, is now back
with us. We appreciate both Laura and Michelle’s diligence and care of the facility.
I hope those of you who have not been
contacted until just recently will stick with
us and help us out as docents. I found quite
a number of our former docents had not
been called over the last year or so, and
with some work on the part of the board, a
new (old) list has been created. If you hav-
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The Exeter Art Gallery
and Museum Association
needs docents.
To volunteer, please call

(559) 592-5900

(continued on page 6)
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EXETER’S EARLY DAYS

The Rocky Point Granite Quarry

By Chris Brewer
We are dedicating a hitching
post in front of the museum that
was quarried and created at the
Rocky Point Granite Works east
of Exeter. The quarry can still be
seen south of Rocky Hill Drive
on the northeast slope of Rocky
Hill. Located at the edge of an
open field, the quarry rose up the
hillside at an angle of 35 degrees.
Beginning in 1889, the Rocky
Point Granite Works provided
some of the finest, high quality
granite in the San Joaquin Valley.
Millions of tons of granite were The Rocky Point Granite Quarry began operations in 1889.
available to be quarried, with (Photo from The Exeter Sun)
government tests reflecting its high grade. years. The top layer of granite was clear
It was said that the quarry was inexpensive and used for polished monuments and colto operate as the granite was in layers from umns on buildings.
four to twelve feet
The partnership of Griffith and Owen
thick, running to owned the quarry at the turn of the twena height of three tieth century and also operated a polishing
hundred feet.
mill to finish the granite. The company also
The supply of owned a second quarry in Fresno Coungranite was ini- ty where black granite was cut. The Visatially thought to lia Electric Railroad ran a spur out to the
be enough to last quarry to move the material to construction
more than five sites for use. The granite works was initialhundred
years ly four miles from any rail service, making
without being ex- it difficult to haul stone to other commuhausted. By 1905, nities. With the construction of the Visalia
enough stone was Electric Railroad spur, the black granite
cut out from the was delivered to the Rocky Point site where
This hitching post will be main ledge to fill it was polished to a fine finish.
the need for fifty
(continued on page 6)
dedicated on October 13.
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‘Equine Dreams’...

(continued from page 1)

an inherent love for the San Joaquin Valley and a natural talent for capturing its essence through art.
Following in the footsteps of her artist
grandmother, Claudia was only eight years
old when she participated in her first art
show. Through her long career in art, she
won many art competitions and has had
commissions for artwork, portraits, paintings and drawings for clients across the U.S.
Claudia created murals for several cities, including the mural “Golden Harvest”
at 158 E. Pine St. in Exeter. Since 1992, she
has been the official Clovis Rodeo Poster
painter. Referring to horses, her favorite art
subject, she says, “The power and magnificence of the horse was my first channel for
the expression of my talent in drawing and
painting.”
For more about Claudia and her work,
visit www.clovisart.com.
Brent Hudspeth is from rural Tulare
County near Porterville. Brent showed a
natural artistic talent at an early age and
was encouraged to follow his interests and
pursue a career in the arts. In 1989, he received a BFA in illustration from the Art
Center College of Design in Pasadena.
Brent learned his craft from such artists
as Craig Nelson, Steve Huston and Richard
Bunkall. After graduating from the Art Center, he began a career in the Los Angeles
area as an illustrator and digital artist. His
dedication to professionalism and artistic
abilities allowed him to work with many of
the top agencies, creative minds and companies in the nation. His commercial clients
have included MCA Universal, Baskin Rob-

“Lofty Muse” by Brent Hudspeth
bins, Teleflora, The Franklin Mint, Disney
and others.
His many trips to remote locations and
his involvement with several equestrian
communities provided him with the inspiration for his art. Through the years, Brent
was transitioning into devoting more of his
life to painting and recently began to pursue his passion of painting by returning to
his hometown of Porterville near the entrance to the Sequoia National Forest. His
quiet country studio replaced the commute
and pace of Los Angeles with nature’s offerings and the promise of a meaningful connection to his passion of painting.
Brent works predominantly in oils on
canvas and wood panel. Each painting is
an evolution in which sketching and documenting aspects of the natural world, such
4
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‘Equine Dreams’...

(continued from page 4)

Kansas City, Myrna was lucky to be able to
retire at age 53 and used her freedom to return to the Fresno area where she grew up.
After traveling extensively, Myrna achieved
a lifelong dream of going to Singapore and
China. There she collected papers and objects she loved.
This caused her to create two collage
pieces for her entryway. Her inspiration
was rekindled and she created her first
assemblage piece, an Asian woman, using
ceiling fan blades for background, old wood
for her painted face, and metal objects to
decorate her hair.
With encouragement from her friends,
Myrna decided to enter these works in the
Fresno Fair to see if others liked her work
as well. To her surprise, she received a second place award in beginning mixed media
for the collages, and honorable mention for
her assemblage. Of course, she was thrilled
and made the life changing decision to continue creating art.
Myrna’s first gallery show was “Nudes
in November” at Sorensen Gallery. She was
surprised during Art Hop to find a thirdplace ribbon on her piece “Naked Nonsense
Willfully Conceived.” The bigger surprise
that evening was to find it had been sold to
Chris Sorensen!
Myrna has continued creating collages
for approximately 10 years and sees no end
to this creative fun.
Lori Sortino is an equine photographer
living in Paso Robles. She has been a professional photographer since 2007, and
has enjoyed the expressive arts since childhood. Lori received her Bachelor of Science
degree in Applied Art and Design from Cal

as light, form and space, are combined into
a single concept. Brent believes that painting from life is the best way to maintain the
truth he finds important in his work.
To see more of Brent’s work, please visit
his website www.brenthudspeth.com.
Myrna Axt has always been creative,
a trait most likely inherited this from her
mother, who took art in high school and
college. Her mom showed off her creativity
in her job as a florist.
Myrna had a love of art from an early
age, growing up in a home with large European paintings her grandparents purchased
at auctions. Myrna also loved to collect as
a child, having both doll and glass animal
collections.
After a career in advertising based in

This untitled artwork by Myrna Axt will be
on display at the Exeter Gallery.
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(continued from page 2)

Poly, where she also studied photography.
So why horses?
Lori has been captivated by horses
from a young age, drawn to their intelligence, beauty and grace. She is driven to
capture the freedom and power of the wild
mustangs. Her portfolio is comprised of
photographs of mustangs that have been
rescued by the Return to Freedom Wild
Horse Sanctuary from the Bureau of Land
Management round-ups. These horses
have been relocated to the Central Coast
and come from several states.
Some of Lori’s work are pure, unedited
photographs and others are enhanced with
digital rendering or effects.
After a 25-year career with American
Eagle Airlines where she held many leftbrain roles, she is letting her creative, expressive side lead and is loving life.
To sign up for Lori’s newsletter and see
her other works, please visit her website at
www.essencecaptured.com .
Hope to see you in October!!

en’t been called to serve as a docent, please
contact me at cdbrewer@gmx.com. I do not
want anyone missed who is willing to help.
We also would like to increase the number of docents for the gallery on Saturdays
and Sundays. Saturday shifts are 10-1 and
1-4, and Sunday’s are 12-4. Having more
docents available during open hours will
provide a greater opportunity to share information on the museum displays and the
art gallery’s exhibits with our weekend visitors.
As I mentioned previously, email me
your interest at CDBrewer@gmx.com or
leave a message at 592-5900.
The Exeter Courthouse Gallery is located at 125 South “B” Street, Exeter. You may
also visit the gallery and museum’s website
at http://exeterhistoricalmuseum.com.
The board of directors has decided to
have Holidays at the Gallery again. More
information will be in the next newsletter.
– Chris Brewer
President

Rocky Point Quarry...

the quality granite from the quarry. About
a half dozen of the granite posts are still located in Exeter. Ours came from in front of
the home of Betty Sprague on Firebaugh,
most probably originally situated there
in the early 1900s for horses and delivery
wagons.
Bobby and Lisa Lentz donated their
family heirloom to the museum last year in
memory of Betty Sprague, Bobby’s grandmother. Our thanks to Bobby and Lisa for
recognizing the importance of sharing a
piece of Exeter’s history.

(continued from page 3)

The quarry was expected to be a boon to
Exeter’s economy in a matter of a few years,
but that was not to happen. Although the
quarry did produce a great deal of quality
material for many of California’s fine buildings, the works never produced the quantity
needed for financial success. Now, on occasion, a piece of Rocky Point granite is used
– with the permission of the Gill family –
for historic markers.
Our hitching post was constructed from
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In Case You Missed It...

By Joan Constable
During August and September, the Exeter Gallery of Art
hosted a whimsical, fun show featuring the art of Kathleen Mattox
and Laura Fraedrich. “The Artists of Whimsy!” opened August
3 and will close September 29.
The Gallery hosted a closing reception Sunday, September 8 to
keep the fun atmosphere alive!
People were talking about
how the show “just made you
feel good!” Laura and her dog
Philbert also kept people entertained.
If you miss the show, you can
visit Kathleen’s gallery, Mixed
Messages Art, in Sanger at 1310
8th Street. You can also visit her
website at mixedmessagesart.
com, and her Facebook business
page at facebook.com/mixedmessagesbykathleenmattox.
Laura has her work at Allard’s
Art Supply at 5350 N. Blackstone
in Fresno and has pop-up shows
at various locations, including
her backyard in Fresno. To keep
up and what Laura is doing, you
can follow her on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/thepeculiarpalette, on Instagram @thepeculiarpalette, or on her webpage at
www.thepeculiarpalette.com.
For a list of classes Laura
is teaching at Allard’s Art, visit The Opening Reception for “The Artists of Whimsy!” was
www.allardsart.com/classes.
held on Sunday, August 11. (Photos by Joan Constable)
7

Exeter Art Gallery and Museum Association
P.O. Box 253
Exeter, California 93221

