The Exeter Courthouse Gallery shared “Positive Vibes” at its January-February show. (See page 5)
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Gallery to Feature Watercolors by Julie Raymer

By Joan Constable
The Exeter Courthouse Gallery will feature the watercolors of Julie Raymer of Fresno at its March-April show.
Julie was born and raised in the Bay
Area and grew up in Burlingame. As a young
child, she kept herself busy drawing, coloring and embroidering. Throughout grade
school, her artistic talent blossomed and
many of her pieces were chosen for display
at local shows.
In her junior year of high school, a friend

“Pink Peony” by Julie Raymer

“Fig Tree” by Julie Raymer
encouraged her to take an art class where
she was introduced to watercolor, acrylic
and oil painting. She quickly excelled in
her pursuit of art, winning top awards at
the Mid-Peninsula League Art Show and
the San Mateo County Fair. She also won
a Bank of America Award in Art, and had
an oil painting exhibited in Chicago as the
result of a national art contest.
Julie attended San Jose State, working towards a degree in art when, after two

(continued on page 4)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

EXETER COURTHOUSE GALLERY
AND MUSEUM ASSOCIATION

We have a wonderful show opening on
March 8 with the watercolors of Julie Raymer of Fresno. Julie has won many awards
for her art and is going to give us a great
show this month. Come and enjoy the art
and refreshments on Sunday, March 8 from
2 to 4 p.m.
I’m back on the issue of volunteers and
museum guides and our need to increase
their numbers. It is very important that as
many members as possible serve as guides.
I would love to see many more members
come in and work as guides for us on the
weekends.
Initially, it was hoped that we would be
able to open at least five days a week at the
gallery and museum but we simply don’t
have enough people to do that.
We have placed a short form membership application on page 8 of this newsletter for you to share with your friends and
neighbors. Let’s get our membership and
museum guide numbers back up to where
they belong and maybe we will be able to
stay open more days a week.
Come and visit the gallery on the weekends. The gallery’s hours are Saturdays 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sundays from noon to
4 p.m. The Exeter Courthouse Gallery is located at 125 South “B” Street, Exeter.
Keep updated on the gallery happenings
at our website: https://exeterhistoricalmuseum.com, and visit our NEW Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/Exeter-Courthouse-Gallery-101603276571602.
Our email is monitored, in case you
need to communicate with us in that manner. Board Member Joanie Constable has
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The Exeter Art Gallery
and Museum Association
needs guides.
To volunteer, please call

(559) 592-5900

(continued on page 7)
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EXETER’S EARLY DAYS

The Museum Has a New House

By Chris Brewer

her email and I immediately began a
We have been
two-month series
blessed with a doof correspondence
nation of a most
with Susan Head
wonderful historic
arranging to obhouse…
tain the dollhouse
Okay,
before
and to get it up to
you get really excitExeter from Chula
ed about the prosVista, a rather sigpect of restoring an
nificant day trip.
historic
property
We
worked
for the Exeter Hisout a meeting at
torical Museum, I
should explain that Susan Head stands by the Hilliard House dollhouse, Castaic to “do
it is actually a 1:12 which she donated to the Exeter Historical Museum. the deal” in the
scale reproduction of the Hilliard House parking lot, kind of like other surreptitious
that once stood at the corner of Mineral “trunk” deals of a less than legal manner.
King Highway (now State Route 198) and
The holidays passed as did much of Janthe road to Deep Creek School.
uary and Susan finally decided she would
The house, actually a dollhouse, was take a day trip all the way up here to bring
given to us by Susan Head of Chula Vista, the dollhouse. She told me she had friends
who found our museum through Amy King and relatives up north so Exeter would not
of the Tulare County Museum. Amy sent be out of the way to stop and drop it off. But
out email to museums and historical soci- it turned out she changed her plans and
eties in the area to see if anyone was inter- drove up only for us, to deliver our prize to
ested in having the house in their collection, the museum. And so she did.
and as soon as I saw the email, I jumped on
We placed it on the Stadtmiller Baldwin
it, returning Amy’s correspondence with a piano in the museum, at least temporarily,
definite “I want it!”
so I can tidy it up and then determine where
I had seen the house several years ago its permanent home will be. The dollhouse
in a magazine or newspaper article, proba- is completely furnished from top to bottom,
bly in a copy of The Miniature Gazette, and all the way including a mouse trap in the
worked to acquire the dollhouse then, but second-floor bedroom.
it literally disappeared and I thought it was
It is a wondrous dollhouse and although
lost to us forever.
it is one thing I do not collect, it’s completeThen, back in December, Amy sent out
(continued on page 6)
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Watercolors...
(continued from page 1)

years, she left to go to work for the phone
company. While working, Julie met her
husband, Dan. The couple decided to move
to Fresno due to the lower cost of living
to raise their family. Her art was set aside
while raising their children.
In 2014, after her children left the nest
to start their own lives, Julie’s husband encouraged her to take up art again. She took
his advice and jumped back into art after a
35-year hiatus. She began working in drawing and watercolor, and her work has continued to improve and her style has been
perfected over the last six years.
Julie is a member of the ACA, the Clovis Art Guild and the Madera Arts Council, and has participated in many shows,
events, exhibits and workshops. Recently,
she opened a studio space at Sorenson’s
Studios in Fresno, selling three pieces in
the first weekend of opening her space.
Julie also just found out her painting
“Blossom Yield” was chosen for the Blossom Trail Poster. We will be selling raffle
tickets for a beautiful signed and framed

William Bishop’s work will be featured at
the July-August show.

copy of the poster. Be sure to buy your tickets.
Julie’s work will be in the gallery
March 7 through May 2. Please join us for
the Opening Reception on Sunday,
March 8 from 2-4 p.m. and meet this
talented artist.
Upcoming Shows
We will be transitioning into a
quarterly newsletter so we thought
we would let you know about our upcoming shows.
May-June will bring Tamara Bettencourt.
Tamara is an emerging impressionistic seascape artist living in
Julie Raymer signs posters of her painting “Blos- Strathmore. Her style of painting
(continued on page 7)
som Yield.”
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In Case You Missed It...

The Closing Reception on February 9 (left) included “Love” by Mary Randol (right).

Courthouse Gallery Shares ‘Positive Vibes’

On January 12, the Exeter Courthouse Gallery welcomed ”Positive Vibes” into the gallery. This show brought a different vibe to the gallery with the opening, featuring a gallery
sage cleansing by Amber Dawn Hilton, a peace meditation led by Joanie Constable and a
drum circle led by Amber.
We had artists set up in the gallery for a Makers Market, selling jewelry, stickers,
t-shirts, essential oils and other fun items. We also had wonderful vegetarian and vegan
fare from Raw Fresno and Precision Prep from Visalia.
The artists participating brought in work with a spiritual, bohemian groove. Susan
Ardesch, Joanie Constable, Kelli Doty, Tamara Elliott, Amy Figueroa, Joe Goetz, Amber
Dawn Hilton, Nellie Martinez, Molly Martino, Nancy Randol and Deanna Saladana were
chosen for their positive messages in their work.
On Sunday, February 9, we had our Closing Reception, which celebrated love and
kindness in our world. We again had our talented group of artists showing art on the walls
and on the tables of our Makers Market, as well as a few new artisans. Nathalie Debenne
brought her sugar-free chocolate and marzipan critter, along with her “fairy” cottages.
Grace Wiseman joined our market with her handmade jewelry and Stevie Mason was selling Girl Scout Cookies.
The reception featured a “Chocolate Bar” with a bevy of chocolate treats and sparkling wine. The show was a fun celebration to welcome in the new year and decade with a
positive vibe. Joanie Constable has donated her “Live in Peace” coffee mugs that are still
available for purchase. They are $25 each with no tax since they are considered a donation
to the gallery.
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Hilliard House...
(continued from page 3)

ly appropriate for our museum, given its
history and representation of the original
Hilliard house.
Former Visalia resident Judy Lewin,
who owned Mill Creek Miniatures prior to
moving back east, researched the house in
the county library and provided Susan Head
with a great deal of historical reference material. Some of it follows:
History of the Hilliard House
The original Victorian house was built by
Lorenzo Dow Hilliard (nicknamed “Renzi”)
in 1904. According to The Gwinn History
of the State of California and Biographical
Record of the San Joaquin Valley, California:
“The farm consists of two hundred and
forty acres on the Mineral King road, about
five miles east of Visalia, where he has made
all the improvements, putting up substantial
barns and outbuildings, and in 1904 built a
nine-room, two-story residence which adds
no little value to the property. This is conceded to be one of the finest farm-houses in
the vicinity, while other improvements are
in keeping. His herds number among them
good graded stock, and Mr. Hilliard has ably
demonstrated the fact that he understands
the work with which he has been so long and

To Rent the Building
or Conference Room for
Your Meeting, Banquet
or Reception, call
(559) 592-5900
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so profitably connected… Near Exeter, Tulare County, September 3, 1884, Mr. Hilliard was united in marriage with Laura
B. Teague, who was born in that vicinity, a
daughter of John Teague, of Exeter. They
are the parents of two children, Carroll
Arthur and Effie Elizabeth. The cost of the
original house was around $1,300.”
Exeter’s Joe Doctor wrote in The Exeter Sun of a visit to the property, writing
that the house was located “at what was
then known as Hilliard’s Corner, across
the road from Deep Creek school and beside what was then known as Mineral King
Highway but is now Highway 198.”
Renzi Hilliard’s 92-year-old daughter, Effie Strobridge, lived alone in the old
Victorian and on a cold day in 1983, was
warming her robe near the stove in the
kitchen when it caught fire. Although she
put the fire out in her sink, or thought she
did, she placed the robe on a cushion on a
chair and went on about her business. But
soon she found the robe was still smoldering, so she grabbed it and took it out on the
porch and doused it again with the garden
hose. Again, thinking it was out, she put
the cushion back on the porch to dry.
After a bit of time, Effie found the entire
side of the house ablaze and tried to put it
out with the hose, but the 80-year-old house
was dry and flammable as a matchbox, and
it soon roared up into an uncontrollable
inferno, burning into a pile or rubble. The
estimated loss was $200,000 for the house
and $100,000 for the interior contents,
much of which was antique furniture and
other artifacts. Basically, it was a total loss.
Next Issue: Origins of
“The Visalian” Dollhouse

Watercolors...

ception Sunday, May 10 from 2-4 p.m.
In July and August, our guest artists are
husband and wife talents, William and Susan Bishop, with special guest Steven Ball.
Keep updated on the gallery happenings
at our website: https://exeterhistoricalmuseum.com and visit our NEW Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/Exeter-Courthouse-Gallery-101603276571602.

(continued from page 4)

teeters between impressionistic and abstract. Although she specializes in dramatic,
colorful, moody, seascapes, she also has various pieces in her portfolio are that are pure
abstract.
Please join us for Tamara’s Opening Re-

The gallery email is exetercourthouseCA@
gmail.com.
As you also know, I am also available
from time to time at our downtown businesses, Exeter Flower Company and Book
Garden, located at the corner of Pine and
E Streets.
Chris Brewer, President
Exeter Courthouse Gallery and Museum Association

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...

(continued from page 2)

also been able to create a new Facebook
page for us and has been loading it up with
images and information about the great art
exhibits at the gallery.
If you would like to contact me directly, you may do so by calling (559) 280-8547
or emailing me at cdbrewer@gmx.com

7

Exeter Courthouse Gallery and Museum Association
125 South B Street, Exeter, CA 93221
559 592-5900

exetercourthouseCA@gmail.com
The Exeter Courthouse Gallery and Museum Association is a private non-profit
association with the purpose of preserving the arts and history of the Exeter area.
Docents and volunteers are the lifeblood of the Association, and interested people are
encouraged to join the organization and participate. Many events are held every year
with those in attendance enjoying and purchasing the unique art. Please complete the
form below which is provided to assist you in participating with us.
MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________________
PHONE: _________________________________
Interested in becoming a Gallery and Museum Guide? _______ Get a chance to learn
about the museum and gallery
Are you an artist? ___________
Members receive newsletters and event announcements, invitations to special events.
We welcome you to join us.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $30

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Exeter Art Gallery and Museum Association
P.O. Box 253
Exeter, California 93221

